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Disease and Crime: A History of Social Pathologies and the New Politics of Health, part of a Routledge 
series on Cultural History, examines from many different angles the complex relationships between 
ideas about disease and crime. In his introduction, editor Robert Peckham states that the aim of this 
ďŽŽŬŝƐƚŽŵĂƉ ‘ƚŚĞƚĞŶƐŝŽŶƐ ?ŽǀĞƌůĂƉƐ ?ĂŶĚĐŽŶƚƌĂĚŝĐƚŝŽŶƐǁŝƚŚŝŶĂŶĚďĞƚǁĞĞŶƐŽĐŝĂůĂŶĚďŝŽůŽŐŝĐĂů
understandings of disease and crime, tracking the discursive formation of the  ‘ĚŝƐĞĂƐĞĚ ?ĐƌŝŵŝŶĂů
from the mid-nineteenth century to the rise of bio criminology and the new biology of deviance and 
control in the twenty-ĨŝƌƐƚĐĞŶƚƵƌǇ ? ?
The volume is very well structured. The introduction does an excellent job of synthesising the 
thĞŵĞƐŽĨŐůŽďĂůĐŽŶŶĞĐƚĞĚŶĞƐƐ ?ƐƉĂĐĞ ?ĂŶĚ ‘ĐŽŶƚĂŐŝŽŶ ? W both biological and social  W that arise 
throughout the eight chapters. There are two sections, each with four chapters. The first section 
focuses on nineteenth century ideas about crime and disease, and their twentieth century 
consequences. The second section examines the late twentieth and early twenty first century from 
the perspective of very different ideas about disease and crime. All of the chapters pick up similar 
themes and examine them from a multitude of angles, creating a cohesive whole which is at the 
same time cross-cultural and represents a diversity of historical periods and methodologies. 
/Ŷ ‘,ŽŶŐ<ŽŶŐ ?Ɛ&ůŽĂƚŝŶŐtŽƌůĚ PŝƐĞĂƐĞĂŶĚƌŝŵĞĂƚƚŚĞĚŐĞŽĨŵƉŝƌĞ ? ?ĂƌŽů ?> ?dƐĂŶŐlooks at 
ƚŚĞĐŽŵƉůĞǆǁĂǇƐƚŚĞ ‘ĨůŽĂƚŝŶŐǁŽƌůĚ ?ŽĨ,ŽŶŐ<ŽŶŐboatwomen were understood by British 
colonisers. Boatwomen simultaneously represented health through their physical strength and 
unrestrictive clothing, but also a threat to both health and order through their agency over their own 
bodies. This agency circumvented attempts to control disease and rationalise the settlement by 
ƌĞŐƵůĂƚŝŶŐƉƌŽƐƚŝƚƵƚŝŽŶĂŶĚǁŽŵĞŶ ?Ɛfreedom in the colony. 
The theme of sexuality as both representing threats to order and health is picked up in Chiara 
ĞĐĐĂůŽƐƐŝ ?ƐĐŚĂƉƚĞƌ ‘^ĞǆƵĂůĞǀŝĂŶĐŝĞƐ ?ŝƐĞĂƐĞ ?ĂŶĚƌŝŵĞŝŶĞƐĂƌĞ>ŽŵďƌŽƐŽĂŶĚƚŚĞ “/ƚĂůŝĂŶ
^ĐŚŽŽů ?ŽĨƌŝŵŝŶĂůŶƚŚƌŽƉŽůŽŐǇ ? ?ĞĐĐĂůŽƐƐŝĞǆƉůŽƌĞƐŚŽǁLombroso ĂƉƉůŝĞĚ&ŽƵĐĂƵůĚŝĂŶ ‘ŵĞĚŝĐĂů
ŐĂǌĞ ?ƚŽƚŚĞ ‘ĐƌŝŵŝŶĂů ?ƉƌŽďůĞŵŽĨŚŽŵŽƐĞǆƵality. Sexuality, like criminality, was in this view thought 
to be accompanied by physical characteristics and homosexuality, specifically, was linked along with 
criminality to ideas of degeneration. 
Sexuality, degeneration, and the ideas of space that appeared in both of these previous chapters 
ǁĞƌĞĨƵƌƚŚĞƌĞǆƉůŽƌĞĚŝŶZŽďĞƌƚWĞĐŬŚĂŵ ?ƐŽǁŶĐŚĂƉƚĞƌ ?‘WĂƚŚŽůŽŐŝĐĂůWƌŽƉĞƌƚŝĞƐ P^ĐĞŶĞƐŽĨƌŝŵĞ ?
^ŝƚĞƐŽĨ/ŶĨĞĐƚŝŽŶ ? ?dŚŝƐĐŚĂƉƚĞƌƵƐĞƐƚŚĞŝĚĞĂŽĨƉŚŽƚŽŐƌĂƉŚĂƐ ‘ĞǀŝĚĞŶĐĞ ?ƚŽĞǆƉůŽƌĞĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚĂů
ideas about criminality and disease in nineteenth-century England. He uses the Whitechapel 
murders to connect these themes. Apart from the association of a literal crime and space, Peckham 
also notes that that the spaces themselves could be considered criminal, citing EngĞůƐ ?ǁŽƌĚƐƚŚĂƚ
ƐůƵŵƐĐŽŶƐƚŝƚƵƚĞ ‘ƐŽĐŝĂůŵƵƌĚĞƌ ?ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚƚŚĞƉŽŽƌ ? 
The previous chapters cŽŶƚƌŝďƵƚĞƚŽƚŚĞƌĞĂĚĞƌ ?ƐƵŶĚĞƌƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐŽĨDŝĐŚĂĞůĞƌŬŽǁŝƚǌ ?Ɛ ‘DŽƌĂůŝƚǇ
WůĂǇƐ PWƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƚŝŽŶƐŽĨƌŝŵŝŶĂůŝƚǇĂŶĚŝƐĞĂƐĞŝŶEĂǌŝ'ŚĞƚƚŽƐĂŶĚŽŶĐĞŶƚƌĂƚŝŽŶĂŵƉƐ ? ?dŚĞ 
theme of space is explored through the self-fulfilling prophecy of promoting an association between 
Jews, criminality and disease, and then eliminating legal avenues to generating income and crowding 
populations into slum conditions with limited access to food. Jewish existence itself was criminalised 
as their very survival was considered both criminal and a social disease.  
The second section, focusing on the twenty-first century, begins with BøƌŐĞĂŬŬĞŶ ?Ɛ ‘dŚĞ “ĂĚ ?ĂŶĚ
ƚŚĞ “^ŝĐŬ ?: DĞĚŝĐĂůŝǌŝŶŐĞǀŝĂŶĐĞŝŶŚŝŶĂ ?ǁŚĞƌĞŚĞĞǆĂŵŝŶĞd three ways in which deviance 
associated with modern life is medicalised in China  W ĚŝƐŽƌĚĞƌƐŽĨƚŚĞŽŶůǇĐŚŝůĚ ? ‘ƉƌĞŵĂƚƵƌĞůŽǀĞ ? ?
ĂŶĚ/ŶƚĞƌŶĞƚĚĚŝĐƚŝŽŶŝƐŽƌĚĞƌ ?/ ? ?,ĞĞǆĂŵŝŶĞƐŚŽǁƚŚĞƐĞĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚ ‘ĚŝƐŽƌĚĞƌƐ ?ĂƌĞƚŝĞĚƚŽŽƚŚĞƌ
ŝƐƐƵĞƐĨĂĐŝŶŐŚŝŶĂ ?ĞƐƉĞĐŝĂůůǇƚŚĞŝĚĞĂƚŚĂƚ ‘ƉƌĞŵĂƚƵƌĞůŽǀĞ ?ŝƐƚŝĞĚƚŽŚŽƌŵŽŶĞƐŝŶĐŽŶƚĂŵŝŶĂƚĞĚ
food) and to crime and disorder.   
&ƌĞĚĞƌŝĐ<ĞĐŬĚŽĞƐƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐƌĂƚŚĞƌĚŝĨĨĞƌĞŶƚŝŶ ‘ŽŶƚĂŐŝŽƵƐtŝůĚĞƌŶĞƐƐ PǀŝĂŶ&ůƵĂŶĚ^ƵďƵƌďĂŶ
ZŝŽƚƐŝŶƚŚĞ&ƌĞŶĐŚDĞĚŝĂ ? ?ZĂƚŚĞƌƚŚĂŶƚǇŝŶŐƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐĐĂƵƐĞƐƚŽƐƉĞĐŝĨŝĐƉƌŽďůĞŵƐ ?<ĞĐŬůŽŽŬƐĂƚŚŽǁ
the French media interpreted the events of 2005, conflating terrorism, the H5N1 Avian Flu virus, and 
urban rioting. While no conscious connection was made between these different crises, the 
language used surrounding terrorism and rioting (outbreak, parasite, epidemic) jibed with that 
ĂƌŽƵŶĚĚŝƐĞĂƐĞ ?dŚĞƌŝŽƚŝŶŐŝƚƐĞůĨǁĂƐƚƌĞĂƚĞĚĂƐĂ ‘ĐŽŶƚĂŐŝŽŶ ?ĨƌŽŵƚŚĞhŶŝƚĞĚ^ƚĂƚĞƐ ?ŵƵĐŚĂƐƚŚĞ
Avian Flu was a contagion from China, as specific incidents (car trashing) were compared to the 1992 
Los Angeles riots.  
 ‘dŚĞƌŝŵŝŶĂůŝǌĂƚŝŽŶŽĨ/ŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂůŝƐĞĂƐĞ PƉŝĚĞŵŝŽůŽŐǇŝŶ Ă:ĂƉĂŶĞƐĞƐďĞƐƚŽƐ>ĂǁƐƵŝƚ ?ďǇWĂƵů
Jobin explores the connection between disease and crime in different way. While the preceding 
papers focused on turning the medical eye to existing crimes, or the conflation of disease and crime, 
Jobin looks at how industrial disease precipitates and creates new crimes. Looking specifically at the 
case of the citizens of Sennan, and struggle for recognition from the Japanese government and 
compensation for their ill health, he sees a population seeking recognition that what was done to 
them was a crime akin to assault and murder, rather than a civil wrong or a case foƌǁŽƌŬĞƌ ?Ɛ
compensation. 
Lastly, Mark Seltzer, departing from the strictly historical methodology of the rest of this volume, 
looks at the literature and language around disease and crime in 'Crime Between History and Natural 
,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ ? ?ƌĂǁŝŶŐ in a range of literary sources, he looks at the way disease, war, crime, violence, 
and culture are all intertwined and where the natural history of disease meets the social history of 
crime.  
Disease and Crime is unique and ambitious collection that fills many gaps and bridges many divides. 
/ƚŝƐŐůŽďĂůŝŶƐĐŽƉĞ ?ĂŶĚŵĂŶĂŐĞƐƚŽŵĂƚĐŚƚŚĞŝŶĚŝǀŝĚƵĂůĐŚĂƉƚĞƌƐ ? themes of global connection by 
studying areas with a broad global and temporal scope, yet making coherent connections between 
all of them. The individual chapters are well written, the volume well-constructed, and it is deserving 
of a place in the library of any reader interested in the interplay of disease and crime in historical 
and contemporary thought.  
